The 2003 election ballot soon to be sent to the members of the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery is of great importance to every practicing otolaryngologist. It will contain a referendum of the Academy membership regarding the membership's wishes for or against the establishment of subcertification in the subspecialty of Otology and/or Neurotology by the American Board of Oto laryngology (ABOto). The issues involve the possible consequences of subcertification: restricting the genera l otolaryngologist from performing ear surgery or allowing third-party payers to avoid paying for ear surgery performed by the general otolaryngologist. In addition , the added cost, protracted education time , and increase in medical malpractice insurance for the board-certified neuroto logic surgeon would need less ly add cost to a patient's care.
